[Electronic documentation in medicine; flexible concepts versus isolated solutions].
Computer-based medical documentation so far proved advantageous especially through standardization of data entry and increased access speed. Additional benefits can be achieved through the implementation of integrated, cross-project documentation tools and their integration into the clinical work-flow, which allow data to be used for a wide variety of applications (e.g. quality management, clinical research, clinic management). The presence of incompatible documentation software often complicates the realization of these goals. Implementation of new documentation tools therefore should consider flexibility and multiple-use of data as primary design goals. In the presented paper requirements for flexible documentation tools are introduced. The Entity-Attribute-Value-Model is described as a possible means of implementation. Practical experiences made with a prototype application are reported.